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It's Friday!
It’s the weekend! In this newsletter, we talk with Leading On Opportunity council
members about the connection between access to early childhood education
and generational poverty. We also continue with the "Proud History, Strong
Future" series highlighting businesses and organizations in the Historic West
End. Plus, if you are looking for upcoming MLK Day events in and near the
Historic West End, we have you covered!

West Side Stories
Let's Talk Early Childhood Education:
Leading On Opportunity Community
Conversations start in West End
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Early childhood education is the first determinant, or first barrier, to economic
opportunity according to the findings of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Opportunity
Task Force. For 18 months, in 2015 and 2016, this task force composed of 20
community members researched the negative impact of generational poverty in
Charlotte-Mecklenburg County. Early care and early childhood education was a
major part of the findings. A community conversation about the importance and
impact of early childhood education comes to the West End on the Johnson C.
Smith University Campus next Wednesday, Jan. 17 at 5:30pm.
The Leading On Opportunity Council, the 19-member collective charged with
implementing the recommendations from the findings of the Opportunity Task
Force, will be taking the lead in hosting this conversation. The Grimes Lounge
at JCSU will become a space where the community and a panel of experts can
think about, share, and discuss why investing in early childhood education for
all children in Mecklenburg County should be top-of-mind for all Charlotteans. It
will also serve as the launch for the All In For Early Ed campaign.
Community At-Large Leading On Opportunity council member and social
justice activist Amalia Deloney explained that this community conversation
event is deeply tied to the work that the county has already started. The Early
Childhood Executive Committee, appointed by Mecklenburg County Manager
Dena Diorio, has already created a proposal that includes a six-year plan for
creating voluntary universal pre-kindergarten. Deloney explained, “There is a
real opportunity in the next few months to show our county commissioners that
all people across our county care deeply about NC’s investment in early
childhood education.”
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=cbd82463d5
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Deloney shared that the LOOC plans to host several community conversations
related to Opportunity Task Force findings and recommendations. She has a
feeling the education conversation will move to different spaces around the city;
however, holding the first one in the West End was very important to the
council. “It was really intentional to start the conversation on the west side,”
said Deloney. “These parents have been struggling for so long to see quality
education [happen] for their children. She explained that many parents living on
the west side are on a long waitlist to get their children into early childhood
education programs. Being a west side resident herself, Deloney hopes that the
neighborhoods all along the corridor come out to this event. “I especially hope
that Biddleville-Smallwood, Seversville, and Wesley Heights, who have been
working so hard on education issues for the last few years, come out to the
event, get involved, and adopt the banner of the All In for Early Ed campaign.”
This event will go well beyond sharing information from research findings and
outlining key points of the All In For Early Ed campaign. It will provide a space
to hear and share personal stories of how access, or the lack of access, to
early childhood education has impacted families. Federico Rios will be one of
those people sharing his personal story.
Rios will be a panelist at the event. “I am coming much more from the
perspective of being a parent who has had my children in pre-K and the
benefits they derived from that.” He continued, “Plus, on a professional level I
have seen first-hand the benefits of having young people that have had access
to pre-K.” Rios is a Program Director with the dropout prevention non-profit
Communities In Schools. “So many young people start from behind. Working
for Communities In Schools I have seen first-hand young people that get to
kindergarten and can’t identify letters. They don’t know their colors. They are
just starting from a deficit.”
For Rios, he hopes this conversation leads to real action outside of the space.
“I really want this to be a galvanizing place. A place that we can move beyond
those four walls and really have these dialogues and discussions well beyond
that day so that everyone is onboard with this vision of our entire community
being able to access quality pre-K.” He continued, “My hope is that it leads to
more people being supporters of the county manager’s plan for universal
access to early childhood education.”
If you want to be a part of the conversation and help move toward the solution
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of providing
more Charlotteans with access to early childhood education, RSVP
Past Issues
for All In For Early Ed: A Community Conversation about Early Childhood
Education.

RSVP
Proud History, Strong Future:

No Grease Barbershop

Photo of Damian Johnson, Co-owner of No Grease, Inc.
(Photo by Cody Hughes)

No Grease has grown to become a well-recognized barbershop brand in the
city of Charlotte. The brand is now offering franchise opportunities that will take
the unique logo and top-notch grooming service beyond the borders of North
Carolina. But, it was the Historic West End that nurtured the concept that would
eventually become No Grease, Inc.
Co-owner Damian Johnson shared the story of how No Grease got its start on
the campus of Johnson C. Smith back in the early 1990’s. “I cleaned out a
closet in the Liston Hall, and the resident advisor at that time gave me
permission to cut hair on campus. When I would walk the campus I would have
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=cbd82463d5
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my clipper
bag on me. People would see me and ask me if I was the barber
Past Issues
cutting hair in Liston Hall. It was not just the students asking me, it was also the
people who lived in the community. I then became known as the guy who cut
hair on Johnson C. Smith’s campus.”
Johnson’s time honing his tonsorial skills as the JCSU barber helped him to
deeply connect with the community on West Trade Street. That deep
connection to the Historic West End started on the JCSU campus in 1991
would eventually pull the No Grease brand back to the west side of town. In
2013, No Grease Mosaic Village opened as the first retail location in the mixeduse JCSU retail and residency housing unit located on West Trade Street.
This opportunity to set up shop in the Historic West End started as a simple
conversation between a barber and his client discussing what the future of the
Historic West End could be. Johnson shared the story, “Dr. Carter (former
JCSU President) was a client of mine and we were just talking about the
possibilities of this corridor. When the Mosaic Village became a part of the
conversation I was all in. There was no doubt in my mind. We were going to
move a No Grease to the west side.”
For Johnson, no matter how the corridor changes, and no matter how large the
No Grease brand grows, they will make their presence felt and make sure their
people know they will represent them and the culture in the best light. “The
barbershop has always been that place that served as the lighthouse in a
community. We are going to continue to be that here in the corridor.”

What's Going On
MLK Day Celebrations to Explore
Celebrations for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. will be happening throughout the
City of Charlotte this weekend and on Monday, Jan. 15. We have rounded up a
few of the celebrations happening in and near Historic West End. If you
parades, panels, concerts, or food...we have you covered!
City of Charlotte Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Parade
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=cbd82463d5
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Saturday,
January 13 starting at 10am | Uptown
Past Issues
https://www.facebook.com/events/1945416545711676/
Bridging Musical Worlds - Celebrating Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Sunday, January 14 starting at 3:30pm | West
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bridging-musical-worlds-celebrating-rev-dr-martinluther-king-jr-tickets-41251077082?aff=es2
The MLK Day Celebration
Monday, January 15 starting at 9:00am | Uptown
https://www.facebook.com/events/511477069220419/
The Males Place MLK Fish Fry Fundraiser
Monday, January 15 starting at 10am | West
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-males-place-mlk-fish-fry-fundraiser-saletickets-41879413453
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy Celebration
Monday, January 15 starting at 10am | Uptown
https://www.facebook.com/events/1991457214447958/
Art • Poetry • Music: Celebrating Charlotte's African-American Community
Monday, January 15 starting at 7pm | West
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/art-poetry-music-celebrating-charlottes-africanamerican-community-tickets-30525421357?aff=es2

Thursday, Feb. 1 | Historic West End Community-Wide Meeting
Join us for a two-part discussion with updates about what is happening in the
Historic West End. Both meetings will be held in the Mosaic Village
Multipurpose Room. Meeting for business-owners to discuss road construction
starts at 4pm. The community meeting to share updates starts at 6 pm. Parking
available in the Mosaic Village Deck or across the street at the A&P parking
lot.
RSVP for 4pm meeting >>
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-for-business-a-discussion-about-city-lynxgold-line-streetcar-construction-tickets-42054279482
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=cbd82463d5
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RSVP for 6pm meeting >>
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-wide-meeting-tickets-41712854270?
aff=efbeventtix

Looking for more
West Side events?
Head to the Historic West End
Initiative website and click the
"Events" tab to see a list of West
Side community happenings!
West End Events Listing >>
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Do you have a West Side
Event coming up?
Click the link below and submit your
event for possible posting on
WestEndCLT.com community
calendar. Submit An Event>>
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